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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
2300 W. Huntington Drive, Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Rev. James Weremedic, Rector • (302) 995-6775 • Cell (570) 764-4323
Email: frjamesw@hotmail.com • Web: www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org

Vespers & Confessions: Saturday, 5:00 pm
Hours, Divine Liturgy & Fellowship: Sunday, 8:40 am
Sunday, December 23, 2012
29th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Tone 4. Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ. Sunday before the Nativity. Holy Ten Martyrs of Crete. Martyr Euporus. Repose of St. Theoctíst, Archbishop of Novgorod. St. Niphon, Bishop of Cyprus. St. Paul, Bishop of Neo-Cæsarea. 


Reader’s Schedule
DATE

3RD HOUR
6TH HOUR

EPISTLE

Dec 23

RILEY, A
RILEY, J

PECK

Dec 30

CARPENTER
WEREMEDIC

CAREY
	Date
	Fellowship

Coffee Hour
	Service 

Duty
	Church Cleaners
	Library

	23-Dec
	Riley
	Elia
	Peck 

Dozier
	Stoyanov

	30-Dec
	Open House 

at the Rectory
	Riley

Baldytchev
	Manna, Mihret
	Dozier


We welcome our visitors and guests and invite you to join us for coffee hour in the church hall following the Liturgy.

The Bookstore Christmas Shop in the Social Hall includes many orthodox items under $10. If you wish to order icons, cards, jewelry, books, cds, and dvds at a discount, stop by to look at our catalogs. The last day for shopping at the Bookstore Christmas Shop in the Social Hall will be TODAY, Sunday, December 23rd.
	Teen Winter Retreat 2013

	Come Join the Fun! Join us the weekend of February 8-10, 2013, for the annual Winter Teen Retreat of the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania. Hang out with old friends, meet new ones, and create memories while learning about the lives of the twelve apostles with Fr. Stephen Vernak. Registration forms are available at www.ocayouth.org. A flyer for this event can be found in the Vestibule. For more information call: 570-493-0108, or E-mail: retreat@ocayouth.org      Visit:  www.ocayouth.org


Nativity Schedule:

Christmas Eve:  
Parish-wide Holy Supper at 4:00 pm. 
Compline Service at 6:00 pm.
Christmas Day:
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am.
Our 3rd annual Parish-wide Holy Supper held on Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm. (Compline Service will begin at 6:00 pm.) Copies of the Holy Supper book for our Christmas Eve preparation are available in the Parish Book Store. Anyone may attend the Holy Supper and for those wishing to bring their lenten favorite may feel free. Please sign on the sheet so we are prepare with enough food.
The 2013 Parish Council ‘swearing in’ will occur on Sunday, January 13, 2013. Please prepare through Confession and Communion for your start of service to our Lord in this capacity. 
Metropolitan Tikhon to be enthroned January 27, 2013
The Enthronement of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon as Primate of the Orthodox Church in America will be celebrated at Saint Nicholas Cathedral, Washington, DC, on the weekend of January 26-27, 2012. On Saturday, January 26, the Vigil will be celebrated at 5:00 p.m. On Sunday, January 27, the Divine Liturgy, followed by the Rite of Enthronement, will begin at 9:00 a.m. A banquet will be held at the Omni Shoreham, 2500 Calvert Street NW (at Connecticut Ave.), Washington, DC. A reception will held at 2:00 p.m., followed by dinner in the Regency Ballroom at 3:00 p.m.

Prayers for the Departed: The newly departed Patriarch Maxim of Bulgaria and Patriarch Ignatius IV Hazim of Antioch.
Prayers for the Sick and Needy: Fr. Stephen Siniairi, Alice and William Dryden, Anna and Luke Wales, Agnes Timchak,  Olga Riley, Anna Hotrovich, Mary Guretsky, Marie Holowatch, Theophan Shatley, Joseph Wojciechowski, Olga Maloney, Stephanie, Andrew, Tory Bucks,  Cindy Peck, Peggy Reynolds and Deborah Welker.

Prayers for Women and the Children to be Born of Them:

Analyn Peck, Julia Whalen, Elizabeth Clause.
Prayers for Celebration: Fred Mokhiber celebrating his 95th birthday today. 
Our 2013 Wall Calendars are here and available in the Vestibule of the Church. Thank you to McCrery & Harra Funeral Home for their generous donation!
Copies of our 2013 Volunteer Ministries list are available at the candle desk. Thank you for volunteering over the years and for continuing to volunteer in 2013! May God Grant You Many Blessed Years!

Mat. Lisa and Fr. James would like to invite everyone to attend an “open house” at the Rectory on Sunday, December 30, 2012 immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Coffee and light refreshments will be served.

Epiphany Retreat

Holy Trinity, Ss. Peter and Paul and St. Michael the Archangel churches will not hold the Ephiphany Retreat as previously announced. We are planning to hold a Lenten Youth Retreat on March 2, 2013.  More information to follow. Volunteers are needed: please see Fr. James.
Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 (Epistle, Sunday Before the Nativity)
By faith, he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 
By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 
By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 
And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented – of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 
And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

