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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
Celebrating 100 years of Worship 

 1915-2015

2300 W. Huntington Drive, Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Rev. James Weremedic, Rector • (302) 995-6775 • Cell (570) 764-4323
Email: frjamesw@hotmail.com • Web: www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org
Vespers & Confessions: Saturday, 5:00 pm
Hours, Divine Liturgy & Fellowship: Sunday, 8:40 am
Sunday, February 1, 2015
SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE.  Tone 1. Forefeast of the Meeting. Martyr Tryphon of Campsada in Syria. Martyrs Perpetua, a woman of Carthage, and the Catechumens: Saturus, Revocatus, Saturninus, Secundulus and Felicitas. Ven. Peter Galata, Hermit, near Antioch in Syria. Ven. Vendemianus, Hermit, of Bithynia. Ven. Bridget of Ireland.

Reader’s Schedule

DATE
3RD HOUR

6TH HOUR

   
EPISTLE

Feb-1
      CARPENTER 
SOUDER, C               WEREMEDIC, J
Feb-8
CARPENTER 
BUNITSKY, K. 
WALES 

Feb-15
RILEY, A

RILEY, J

RILEY, J

	Date
	Fellowship

Coffee Hour
	Service
Duty
	Church
Cleaners
	Library

	1-Feb
	Souder/Riley
	Riley/Baldytchev
	Finck/Whalen
	Scott Lewis

	8-Feb
	Hojnicki/Flynn/Roberts
	Sulpizi/Finck
	Weremedic
	Gundersen

	15-Feb
	Kraiter/Cretu/Vera V
	Souder/Poletaev
	Baldytchev/ Shatley
	Farrell


A Good Samaritan collection will be taken Today and the first Sunday of each month. Please be generous with your offering.

Meeting (Entry) of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple

Sunday, February 1:    Vespers with Litya at 5:00 pm.

Monday, February 2:   Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am, Blessing of Candles.
2 Timothy 3:10-15 (Epistle) 

But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra – what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 
Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Luke 18:10-14 (Gospel) 

Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men – extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. ’I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 
And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’
 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

On February 4th we read the entire third chapter, verses 1 to 18, of 2 Peter. The letter was probably written between the years 80 and 90.

Part of the second chapter, verses 9 to 22, is read on February 3rd. Here we find a strong warning against false teachers. These are
people who, though they accepted the Christian faith themselves, are now finding it difficult to adhere to Christianity's strict moral teachings while living in a far more permissive pagan society. So they are attempting to downplay those teachings, minimizing their importance. They are working to convince other Christians to go along with their ideas.

The words Peter uses to describe them and their efforts are unequivocal. They are "waterless springs and mists driven by a storm," and they speak "bombastic nonsense." He compares them to a sow that is washed, only to wallow in the mud. They are "blots and blemishes, reveling in their dissipation." The danger of their malicious behavior is that they "entice unsteady souls."

To emphasize the danger, Peter writes of them that "bold and willful, they are not afraid to slander the glorious ones." At first reading, we might think that he is saying that they defame the angels who do God's will. But in fact, he is accusing them of doing something even more serious. The "glorious ones" here are the powers that work against God. By slandering them, or disrespecting their power, the false teachers do something that even God's angels fear to do: "The angels, though greater in might and power, do not bring against them a slanderous judgment from the Lord." The false teachers "slander what they do not understand," and in so doing they bring a terrible penalty not only on themselves but on those they can lure into following them.

In describing their fate, Peter reminds his readers of the story, in Numbers 22, of a soothsayer named Balaam. He is hired by the Moabite king to pronounce a curse on the Israelites.

Balaam is riding on his donkey and doesn't see the angel of the Lord standing in his path with a sword. But the donkey sees the angel three times, and stops. Balaam strikes the animal, still failing to see the angel blocking his path. Finally God makes the donkey speak, and makes Balaam realize that he is to bless, not curse, the people of Israel.

In the letter's third chapter, Peter writes that some scoff at God because they don't see the fulfillment of the "promise of His coming." But Peter says that God is not slow. Rather, He is patiently giving all of us time to repent. We can trust Him to know when the "Day of the Lord" should come.

There are still "glorious ones" in the world that beckon us with power beyond our ability to understand. Scoffing at that power is still mortally dangerous. But God will always try to save us, even by the embarrassing strategy of making a donkey smarter than we are.

Prayers for the Departed: 
Joseph Fakhir, Charles Baxter, Violet Ross.
Prayers for the Sick and Needy:  

Mat. Lisa, Mary Lewis. Anna Wales, Helen Bunitsky, Alfred Mokhiber, Peter Melnik, Lily Nassif, Agnes Timchak, Olga Riley, Anna Hotrovich, Mary Guretsky, Marie Holowatch, Marie Karawulan, Barbara Hicks.

A 1-yr Panikhida will be held on TODAY, Sunday, February 1st after the Divine Liturgy for Joseph Fakhir offered by the Elia Family. 
We welcome our visitors and guests and invite you to join us for coffee hour in the church hall following the Liturgy.
We are planning to hold a Spring rummage sale as a fundraiser for St. Michael's.  Please start saving any household items (including clothes and furniture) that can be donated for resale.  Also, if you would like to volunteer to help with this sale, please contact Susan Skomorucha.
Family Promise :  we still needs cooks for Tuesday, Feb. 10th.   Also, need evening hosts (7 pm to 9 pm) and overnight hosts on Monday (10th), Tuesday (11th) and Thursday (12th).   Please add your name to sign up board in narthex.  Are you thinking of volunteering for first time?   Talk with anyone who has done it before or contact Ellen Gundersen 610 388 0695 or puffins1@verizon.net.   It's an opportunity to spread compassion and love to families during this difficult time in their lives. 
_1483376870

