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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
2300 W. Huntington Drive, Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Rev. James Weremedic, Rector • (302) 995-6775 • Cell (570) 764-4323
Email: frjamesw@hotmail.com • Web: www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org

Vespers & Confessions: Saturday, 5:00 pm
Hours, Divine Liturgy & Fellowship: Sunday, 8:40 am
Sunday, December16, 2012
28th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Tone 3. Sunday of the Forefathers. Prophet Haggai. Martyr Marinus of Rome. Bl. Empress Theophano.

Reader’s Schedule
DATE

3RD HOUR
6TH HOUR

EPISTLE

Dec 16

CARPENTER
SOUDER C

WEREMEDIC
Dec23

RILEY, A
RILEY, J

PECK

Dec 30

CARPENTER
WEREMEDIC

CAREY
	Date
	Fellowship

Coffee Hour
	Service 

Duty
	Church Cleaners
	Library

	16-Dec
	Elia, Gunderson Farrell
	Morjana

Harb
	Carey Bunitsky
	Skomorucha

	23-Dec
	Souder/Riley
	Elia
	Peck 

Dozier
	Stoyanov

	30-Dec
	Open House 

at the Rectory
	Riley

Baldytchev
	Manna, Mihret
	Dozier


We welcome our visitors and guests and invite you to join us for coffee hour in the church hall following the Liturgy.

The Bookstore Christmas Shop in the Social Hall includes many orthodox items under $10. If you wish to order icons, cards, jewelry, books, cds, and dvds at a discount, stop by to look at our catalogs.

	Teen Winter Retreat 2013

	Come Join the Fun! Join us the weekend of February 8-10, 2013, for the annual Winter Teen Retreat of the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania. Hang out with old friends, meet new ones, and create memories while learning about the lives of the twelve apostles with Fr. Stephen Vernak. Registration forms are available at www.ocayouth.org. A flyer for this event can be found in the Vestibule. For more information call: 570-493-0108, or E-mail: retreat@ocayouth.org      Visit:  www.ocayouth.org


 Friday, December 14, 2012 

Dear to God, 

Christ is in our midst! We are greatly saddened to hear of the shootings in Connecticut on the morning of December 14. As we listen time again of these tragedies, one would hope that we would be moved to consider how fragile life truly is and to regain our focus on the Gospel message. Fr. Alexander Schmemann, of blessed memory states in his book on Great Lent, that the sin of all sins for many Christians is that we live our lives as though Christ did not come at all. 

Sadly, the current of our society leads to depersonalization and simply seeing the other who is created in the image and likeness of God as a mere object. Let us strive to focus more fully on the Gospel and the hope it offers by reaching out within our local communities to assist those in need, not only during the Holiday Season or simply in the face of tragedy, but as that which is expected of those who call themselves Christians. Let us rise above mere donations to the poor, while keeping them at arm’s length. No! Let us offer them the riches of our faith and bring them into our Churches. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Feast of the Nativity let us remember Christ came not only as the Savior of the Jewish race, but the Savior of the whole world --- for everyone who bears a human face. Christ is Born! Glorify Him! 

Asking your God-pleasing prayers, I remain yours in Christ, 

+Mark, Bishop of Baltimore 

Administrator of the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania

Prayers for the Departed: The newly departed Patriarch Maxim of Bulgaria and Patriarch Ignatius IV Hazim of Antioch.
Prayers for the Sick and Needy: Fr. Stephen Siniairi, Alice and William Dryden, Anna and Luke Wales, Agnes Timchak,  Olga Riley, Anna Hotrovich, Mary Guretsky, Marie Holowatch, Theophan Shatley, Joseph Wojciechowski, Olga Maloney, Stephanie, Andrew, Tory Bucks,  Cindy Peck, Peggy Reynolds and Deborah Welker.

Prayers for Women and the Children to be Born of Them:

Analyn Peck, Julia Whalen, Elizabeth Clause.
Prayers for Celebration: Reader James Weremedic celebrating his 23rd birthday today. 
Nativity Schedule:

Christmas Eve:  
Parish-wide Holy Supper at 4:00 pm. 
Compline Service at 6:00 pm.
Christmas Day:
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am.
Our 3rd annual Parish-wide Holy Supper held on Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm. (Compline Service will begin at 6:00 pm.) Copies of the Holy Supper book for our Christmas Eve preparation are available in the Parish Book Store. Anyone may attend the Holy Supper and for those wishing to bring their lenten favorite may feel free. Please sign on the sheet so we are prepare with enough food.
Epiphany Retreat

Holy Trinity, Ss. Peter and Paul and St. Michael the Archangel churches will not hold the Ephiphany Retreat as previously announced. We are planning to hold a Lenten Youth Retreat on February 16, 2013.  More information to follow. Volunteers are needed: please see Fr. James.
Colossians 3:4-11 (Epistle)
When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 
But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

Luke 14:16-24 (Gospel)
Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came and reported these things to his master. 

Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

’For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’ “

