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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
2300 W. Huntington Drive, Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, Delaware 19808
Rev. James Weremedic, Rector • (302) 995-6775 • Cell (570) 764-4323
Email: frjamesw@hotmail.com • Web: www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org

Vespers & Confessions: Saturday, 4:00 pm
Hours, Divine Liturgy & Fellowship: Sunday, 8:40 am
Sunday, December 22, 2013
26th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 1. Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ. Sunday before the Nativity. Great Martyr Anastasia, “Deliverer from Bonds”, and her teacher, Martyr Chrysogonus, and with them Martyrs Theodota, Evodias, Eutychianus, and others, who suffered under Diocletian.

Reader’s Schedule

DATE

3RD HOUR
6TH HOUR

EPISTLE
Dec 22

CARPENTER
SENSOR

WALES

Dec 29

RILEY, A

RILEY, J

PECK
Jan-5  

WEREMEDIC, L.
SOUDER, C

WEREMEDIC, J,
 

Jan-12

WEREMEDIC, J.
WEREMEDIC, L.
CAREY
 

Jan-19

RILEY, J

RILEY, A

PECK

	Date

	Fellowship Coffee Hour
	Service Duty
	Church Cleaners
	Library

	22-Dec
	Manna Berhane Mihret
	Bunitsky Kendall
	Carey Bunitsky
	Gundersen

	29-Dec
	Rectory Open House
	Morjana 
	Peck Dozier
	Nichols


Christmas Eve:  Parish-wide Holy Supper at 4:00 pm. 

Compline Service at 6:00 pm.

Christmas Day:
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 am.
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/ of Northern New Castle County

Building Community, Strengthening Lives.



          What is Family Promise? 
     Family Promise is a network of churches and synagogues that host homeless families for a week at a time. Four or five homeless families – parents and children – come to live in our church 3 to 4 times a year.

     How does this work? Our classrooms become bedrooms with inflatable mattresses, bedding, and care packages. Volunteer van drivers bring the program’s current families from the Family Promise Center to our church every evening of the host week. A network of organized volunteers then fill in roles in the church building each night of the host week to collectively cook dinner for the families plus volunteers (about 20 people) and remain in the church with our guests as hosts to offer comfort and companionship during their stay. Two volunteers spend the night in the building (sleeping is encouraged!) in a private room and set out breakfast supplies for the families before they are driven back to the center again where they shower, the kids catch the school bus, and the parents work with the Family Promise staff on finding jobs or housing. 

     Does this sound like homeless ministry as you know it? Our job is hospitality, conversation, prayer, and welcome.

What can you do to help?
     St. Philip’s Lutheran Church has been hosting for about 3 years. We are blessed with ample room to host our guests but we are always in need of caring volunteers who are able to help us host the families. We don’t fix their problems; we just provide a safe, comfortable, and friendly place. We’re looking for St. Michael’s help to cover each of our volunteer roles! Individuals, small groups, and families with kids are encouraged. Roles are organized in such a way that any one volunteer can volunteer for just one short session or for multiple sessions throughout the host week. 

     If you can cook a meal, spend a night, drive a van, or just come and be friendly, we could use your help! 

     Keep an eye open for upcoming volunteer trainings and sign-up! If you are interested in learning more about Family Promise, please contact Brandon and Karen Zinnato at novemberbasket@yahoo.com or (302) 229-6032.

St. Philip’s next Host Week is February 9th – February 16th!!!
Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 (Epistle, Sunday Before the Nativity)
By faith, he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 
By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 
And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented – of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 
And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

Prayers for the Departed: Noria Morjana, Dorothy Jones, Ralph Wittig, James Paffhausen.
Prayers for the Sick and Needy: Mat. Lisa Weremedic, Mat. Elizabeth Bacon, Matushka Vera Yuschak, Mark, Alice and William Dryden, Agnes Timchak, Wendy Boyer, Olga Riley, Anna Hotrovich, Mary Guretsky, Marie Holowatch, Joseph Wojciechowski, Taylor, John Vianski, Keith Eldridge. 
Mat. Lisa and Fr. James would like to invite everyone to attend an “open house” at the Rectory on Sunday, December 29, 2013 immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Coffee and light refreshments will be served.

We are planning a Joint Winter Wilmington Parish Gathering of parishioners from Ss. Peter and Paul and St. Michael. A new team, 87’ers, a development team for the 76’ers are playing in the Bob Carpenter Center in Newark, DE. We have a few tentative dates in February 28. Tickets will cost approximately $15 per person. If anyone is interested, please talk to Fr. James. If we have at least 25 people going, we may be able to have a ‘Fan Experience’ at the game.  

Our Bible Study Group continues to meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month from 10:00 am - 12:00 noon. We continue to use Barbara Pappas's book First and Second Corinthians for direction.

Our 4th Annual Parish-wide Holy Supper held on Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm. (Compline Service will begin at 6:00 pm.) Copies of the Holy Supper book for our Christmas Eve preparation are available in the Parish Book Store. Anyone may attend the Holy Supper and for those wishing to bring their lenten favorite may feel free. Please sign on the sheet so we prepare enough food.

YTD Financial Status
	Income from operations
	
	 $ 149,685.31 

	expenses for operations
	
	 $(154,838.85)

	year to date income/(loss) - Oct
	
	 $    (5,153.54)


